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Book Outline of Scholarly Book Review
Introduction
An Essay on Crimes and Punishments is a dissertation written by Cesare Beccaria in 1764. The thesis of the book condemned torture and death penalty with an assertion that it is inhumane. In this book, the author presents some of his original and modern arguments of against death penalty. I highly recommend the book to any interested criminal justice reader and any other interested party.
What I liked about the book
The book is quite reflective of the contemporary issues in the criminal justice industry, and it serves as an eye-opener regarding the issue affecting criminal justice. The book sheds light to the need for the abolition against the death penalty. It enlightens on the need for ensuring reforms of the criminal law system while demanding the removal of capital punishment. “It appears absurd to me that the laws, which are the expression of the public will and which detest and punish homicide, commit murder themselves, and to dissuade citizens from assassination, commit public assassination” (Beccaria,1764).
What I disliked about the book
The book is biased on how different criminals should be treated. One of the sections that I hated is in the part of crime and punishment of smuggling as expressed. “…it would be highly unjust that a smuggler of tobacco should suffer the same punishment with a robber or assassin, but it would be most conformable to the nature of the offense…”(Beccaria,1764).
		Additional thoughts or insights
Capital punishment is one of the hot button topics in the criminal justice industry. In my conscience, capital punishment does not deter crime; instead, it is a step of nurturing crime. In this setting, it is the high time to reflect on the author’s knowledge and use it as basis of advocating for reforms in criminal justice practices. Additional studies should be carried out on the effectiveness of changes in criminal justice
A brief conclusion
Crime is a reality in every society. The book “An Essay on Crime and Punishment” is an eye-opener to the most prevalent issues in the criminal justice system. It enlightens about the effectiveness of advocacy and reforms in the context of criminal justice.
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